
Just one year shy of celebrating its 80th anniversary, this 

venerable building on West 140th will close its doors to 

its students, faculty, staff, alumni, and neighbors. The 

walls will come down and a new ógreenô, energy efficient 

building will be erected.  

Many rumors have been floating around the last few 

years of where and how the new building would appear 

on this property. Letôs set a few things straight. The 

question of Historic Registry has come up. The Registry 

is a Federal program with no bearing on JMH. JMH has 

been designated a Cleveland Landmark, which can be 

made or dropped by any councilman. Plans were consid-

ered to keep the existing building open, which would 

save with logistics of housing students elsewhere, while 

building on the football field along W 143rd St.  That 

met with opposition from the neighborhoodðthose be-

hind didnôt want a looming structure out their front win-

dowsðthose along 140th didnôt like the idea of a foot-

ball field in their front yard. The capped gas well in the 

middle of the field came up as well, but few knew that 

there is also a vented well within the building. Those is-

sues will be addressed during construction. 

The End of an Era! 
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Having a new building presents many advantages, but 

there are disadvantages that will be evident among alum-

ni. The new structure will be three stories high along W 

140th. Each floor will have identical classrooms, re-

strooms, offices, etc. If there is a lab on the first floor, 

there will be one in the same position on the second and 

third floors. This echoes academic plans that are current-

ly being addressed across the country. The north end, 

main floor of the building, will house the offices. On the 

upper floors will be art rooms, which will benefit from 

the northern light. The actual main entrance will be about 

where the auditorium is nowðstudents would enter and 

go to their left to go to classrooms and to their right 

would be the gyms, cafetorium, library and other general 

ópublicô areas. There are two large gyms and several 

smaller ôtrainingô or ôpracticeô areas. The cafetorium is a 

multi-purpose areaïcafeteria during most of the day, 

study hall (?) and auditorium when necessary. The 

square footage is larger than our current auditorium and 

the stage area would be about 30% larger. All technology 

will meet and maybe even exceed what exists today. 

Overall, the school will meet several levels of óLEEDSô 

certification ïwhich focuses on energy savings, water 

(Continued on page 3) 

Farewell Open HouseðSaturday, May 7, 2011- See details inside! 

By Judy Gilson 



ANNUAL  

KAMMôS CORNERS 

 4TH OF JULY PARADE  
Monday, July 4, 2011 

See page 16 & 17 for pictures from  

last years parade! 

Please come out and march with us!  

Meet at Kammôs parking lot at 9AM 

For more info:   www.jmhalumni.com  
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Class Reunions for 2011  
see page 18 for all listings 

Donôt forget to check: 

jmhalumni.com 
For any additional updates! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Super Special Offer 
From Rockport to Westpark 

 $25.00 
The History of John Marshall 

$20.00 
Order on page 22! 
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Inside this issue: 

Meet the New Principal,  

Mr.  Luther E. Johnson 
 

A graduate of The Ohio State 

University, Mr. Johnson re-

ceived a Bachelors of Sci-

ence Degree in Education, 

specializing in the Social 

Sciences.  Though his start in 

education was in the social 

studies classrooms of 

Killeen, Texas, and later in 

Canton, OH, educational 

administration became his 

passion.  In 1999, Mr. John-

son received his Masters of 

Educational Administration 

from Kent State University.  

Since 2000, he has worked in 

the Cleveland Metropolitan 

School District.  His admin-

istrative roles began on the east side of Cleveland as an Assis-

tant Principal in various schools, last serving East Technical 

High School as a Campus Administrator.   

Now, with a recent west side appointment, he has guided John 

Marshall High School to one of its strongest starts in recent his-

tory.  With great concern for the students, faculty, and staff of 

John Marshall, Mr. Johnson is working to lead JMHS to Aca-

demic Excellence on the state report card. His active involve-

ment with the Alumni association and community groups con-

tinues to keep John Marshall in the forefront of this academic 

community.  He looks forward to many years of success and to  

continued good relations with a very strong JMH Alumni Asso-

ciation. 

 

Farewell 
Open House 

Saturday 

May 7, 2011  
9amð6pm 

(See details on  

page 13 ) 



efficiency, indoor environmental 

quality, reduced CO2 emissions, use 

of resources and sensitivity to their 

impacts. 

The disadvantagesðno longer will 

there be an indoor track, no pool, 

and no auditorium with fixed, ele-

vated seating. These are some of the 

items that made John Marshall 

unique among the city schools.  

Many peopleðstaff, alumni, neigh-

bors, have all expressed a desire to 

merge some of the existing structur-

al features with the new building.  

The eagles atop the front façade, the 

carved school name, the lone urn 

(one of the pair from the 38 class), 

the decorative tile in the main office 

area, the metalwork by the auditori-

um, the commemorative plaques, 

and some of the other stonework 

from the front façade are hoped to 

be incorporated. The architects did 

not know of the mural in the cafete-

riaðbut at this time, weôre not sure 

if it salvageableðthat wall area was 

changed in the 80ôs or 90ôs to bring 

the school in to the current óageô. If 

it is salvageableðwould it ófitô in 

the new design?   

(Continued from page 1) 
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The students will be housed at the 

two óswingô school sites. The 9th 

grade will be at Brooklawn.  There 

will be additional modular class-

rooms added this summer and an 

extended cafeteria area as well. The 

10thð12th grade will be at Carl F 

Shuler.  Sixteen modular classrooms 

will be added, parking lots expanded 

to house staff vehicles, and students 

will be able to park at a church a 

couple blocks away. By no means, 

will students have to go outside to 

go to their classesðthe mention of 

modular or temporary brings up vi-

sions of schools in warmer climates, 

but particularly the overcrowding in 

Cleveland schools in the 40ôs and 

50ôs. These modular classrooms will 

be comparable to the existing class-

rooms, lavatories will be added, and 

a hallway will be constructed be-

tween them and the existing build-

ing. Traffic patterns and street park-

ing will be altered to make the 

neighborhood remain as normal as 

possible during the day. 

To celebrate the many years that this 

building has serviced this communi-

ty, we will sponsor a Farewell Open 

House on Saturday, May 7, 2011. 

Ralph Pfingsten will have several 

presentations on the History of John 

Marshall, the JMH History books 

will be available for sale, as well as 

Ralphôs other books, a portion of 

each sale contributes to general op-

erations fund, Alumni Merchan-

diseðshirts, caps, magnets, etc. will 

be available as well. 

We hope that as many former teach-

ers and staff, along with current fac-

ulty members can join us to walk the 

halls and reminisce. We are sure 

there are many stories that could be 

told. All former students, parents, 

neighbors and friends are welcome 

to attend. Plans are in the works for 

a brick sale (obviously, we canôt 

provide them yet!), a video is being 

recorded and may be available that 

day, or for ordering, and maybe even 

a collection of memories to be com-

piled in to a book. To make the day 

eventful several plans are still in the 

works and times have to be nailed 

down, but we will be there to greet 

you!  

We expect many to join us on May 

7th, so please consider car pooling!  

Parking will be at a premium!  Bring   

your camera, your walking shoes, 

and your memories!  

Welcome to the New 

John Marshall  

High School! 
 

This is the Artistôs Ren-

dering of the  new JMH 

building. This drawing 

was supplied by one of the 

architects, Jeff Henderson 

at CEDA. This is not the 

final rendering of the de-

sign, nor is it to scale.  

You can see by this draw-

ing, that the instructional 

classrooms are along the 

front of the building, 

while the ócommunityô 

areas are behind. Requests 

for merging some of the 

original JMH façade have 

not been incorporated as 

of yet. 


